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BOOK REVIEWS. 



A Treatise on the Law of Municipal Corporations. 
By Howard S. Abbott, of the Minneapolis Bar, Late 
Special Master in Chancery Union Pacific R. R. Receiver- 
ship; Master in Chancery U. S. Circuit Court; Lecturer 
on Public and Private Corporations and Civil Law, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. In three volumes. St. Paul: Keefe- 
Davidson Company. 1905. Pp. Vol. I. xx, 965; Vol. 
II. xvl, 1013. 

Two of the three volumes of this treatise on the Law of 
Municipal Corporations have reached us. The third, which 
will complete the work, is promised in the near future. While 
it will treat the very important subject, "Liability of Public 
Corporations for Negligence," and includes also the subjects 
"Some Public Duties" with special reference to those Educa- 
tional, Charitable and Corrective, and "Actions by and 
against Public Corporations," the volumes which have already 
been published make possible a fair estimate of the work. 
The first volume is divided into chapters on "Corporate 
Life and Existence," "Legislative Power over Corporations 
and its Limitations," "Corporate Elections," "The Powers 
of Public Corporations," and "Public Revenues, their Collec- 
tion and Disbursement." The importance of these topics is 
apparent, particularly the subject of the powers of municipal 
corporations. The treatment throughout is full and satis- 
factory, but this chapter we believe deserving of special 
reference in view of its admirable discussion of this intricate 
and important part of the law. More than half of the first 
volume is devoted to an elaboration of the principles applica- 
ble, but the discussion is in no sense diffuse or unnecessary. 
It is a logical, clear survey of the subject. 

The law as to the police power of municipal corporations 
will, of course, always present a certain uncertainty of defi- 
nition, due to the uncertain outlines of this extensive power, 
but the general principles governing its exercise so far as 
that exercise is, or can be, confided to the municipal cor- 
poration forms the first part of the chapter. This is followed 
by a discussion of the power to incur indebtedness and the 
various forms in which it may be exercised, subjects to which 
a lawyer finds constant need to refer, and finally a considera- 
tion of the power to contract in other ways than the incurring 
of indebtedness. 
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The multitude of questions constantly arising in conse- 
quence of the relation of municipal corporations to the persons 
who compose them, or to others, are only feebly suggested 
by the general sub-headings which indicate the subject matter 
of this chapter. We have no hesitation, however, in saying 
that the author displays a full appreciation of modern munici- 
pal conditions and the need of a thorough understanding 
thereof in order to a solution of the numerous complex 
problems arising. It is in consequence of this fact, and the 
thorough-going discussion of the subject resulting from such 
an attitude, that we believe the book finds a special claim to 
attention. 

The chapter on "The Powers of Municipal Corporations," 
requires for its adequate treatment profound scholarship. 
Such treatment it receives, but by this special reference to 
it we do not mean to intimate that the other chapters are not 
equally deserving of commendation. It is rather that here 
the ability of the author in his broad consideration of the 
interrelation of modern conditions with the rules of law finds 
special opportunity for its exercise. 

In the second volume the chapter on "Public Revenues" 
is concluded and there are chapters on "Governing Bodies," 
"Public Office and Officers," and "Public Property." The 
notes are unusually full and contain apparently complete 
citation of authorities, including, of course, the recent 
decisions. The author's purpose has been to state the general 
principles applicable to a question in the text and then to 
give the authorities sustaining the statement in the notes 
adding in certain instances quotations where these are 
especially apposite. 



Law of the Domestic Relations, Embracing Husband and 
Wife, Parent and Child, Guardian and Ward, Infancy and 
Master and Servant. By James Schouler, LL.D., Author 
of Treatises on " Bailments," " Personal Property," "Wills," 
"Executors," etc. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1905. 
Pp. xl., 421. 

Lawyers familiar with Schouler's original book on the 
Domestic Relations — and there are many such — will not need 
to have a new volume on this subject by this author com- 
mended to their favorable consideration. His treatment of 
this branch of the law has proved so satisfactory to the 
profession, and his name is so well established as an authority, 
that it is unnecessary for us to do more than refer to the 
special characteristics of the present volume. 



